
Leianne Crittenden Presentation of 2011 Homer Kripke Award to George Hisert
I asked to be able to present this award tonight, because both George and the other winner, David Willenzik, have both sponsored and encouraged me to volunteer in activities like the College.

George is known to those in this room and to many others as a top notch expert in the area of commercial law.  Among George’s many accolades, he has been recognized as a leading lawyer in banking law and equipment finance law by The Best Lawyers in America from 1998–2011, including designation as San Francisco’s Banking Lawyer of the Year in 2009; a leading lawyer in structured finance law by The Best Lawyers in America in 2011, a leading lawyer in banking and finance by Chambers Global and Chambers USA; a leading US expert by Expert Guides: Guide to the World’s Leading Banking Lawyers 200; a Super Lawyers; and listed in World’s Leading Banking Lawyers (Euromoney Guide).  Pretty amazing achievements.
But we all know about George’s extraordinary accomplishments, so I asked around for anecdotes from current and former colleagues.  Here is a summary of what I got.
When I asked Peter Carson for something memorable about George he said “You mean like, whatever legal issue you ask him about, he has done it and done it extraordinarily well?”  Well, something like that.  So, here goes.
Another response I got, from Pam Martinson is this:
Probably the thing that I will remember most from working with George is the high regard in which he is held by clients.  His relationship with clients is truly that of a trusted advisor.  They stand up noticeably straighter and their faces are proud when they say "George Hisert is MY lawyer".  It's not a firm, it's not a group of lawyers, it is George alone who commands this sort of loyalty from his clients.  He is truly devoted to clients in a way not often seen, and I admire that dedication.

I can attest to that, because I am a client of George’s.  We do rely on his expertise.  I mean, who else would I call when I am looking at an advance on a letter of credit issued in Bangladesh, to assure payment on a software licensing transaction?  He’s the first lawyer I thought of, and I knew that I would not need to fumble around.

Here is what Anna Han (now a professor at Santa Clara and a former partner of George’s at McCutchen) remembered:

He always had all these sharpened pencils on his desk and used them to carefully edit all the documents.  If you turned something in to him by 5 at night, he would have all the comments to you, in pencil, by the next morning.  He is amazingly good at drafting and incredibly precise.  In that, I learned a lot from him.
I told her that we use one page contracts, and told him point blank that we could not have an amendment that was longer than our contract, so we were what you call a challenging client.  She thought that must have driven him crazy.  But he persevered with us.
Anna also added, without knowing that all the men would be wearing bow ties tonight:

We used to make fun of George because in the 80's, he wore wide ties.  I even did a skit about it at a partner's meeting.  You should get a wide one with a 60s pattern – thrift shop finds would be ideal.  The wider the better; I would love it if you tell him I suggested it.
Pencils came up again with Dan Cooperman, Oracle’s and Apple’s former general counsel, and a partner of George’s:

I don't know that I have any really titillating stories I can share about George, but there are some things you may want to note in your tribute.  First, George is one of the last lawyers I know to use a well of sharpened pencils in reviewing documents.  An associate can expect to receive detailed comments from George (in pencil of course) on anything they send him.  Many of his comments are instructional, rather than corrective.  George never just suggested or replaced language – he always provided a detailed, cogent explanation for why his change was appropriate.  In that sense, George has always been a teacher, and always willing to help other lawyers think through a problem.  Of course, as you well know, he is a consummate professional and an extraordinarily good banking lawyer.  And I miss seeing him at the firm.

As you can tell, the real message here, and from Anna before, is that George’s comments were intended to be instructive, in order to educate his colleagues so that they were better lawyers.
Which is, of course, why he is getting this award tonight.
To close, I will read you what Bart Deamer, one of George’s long standing colleagues sent me:

Five questions you always wanted to ask George but didn’t have the chance because he was so engrossing about letters of credit and usury

Q1:
How did George get that slight scar on his forehead?

A:
There’s a car driver living in the Greek countryside with a similar scar who can give you all the details.

Q2:
How has George stayed so trim all these years?

A:
By bicycling up and down the Berkeley hills regularly.

Q3:
How did George get in his next accident after the encounter in Greece?

A:
By bicycling up and down the Berkeley hills a little too regularly.  The driver of the SUV is unscarred.

Q4:
How did George get so good at finding the right answer?

A:
He was a math major in college and there’s less wiggle room in math than in law.  Plus, he wrote the definitive memo on your question 15 years ago and has been publishing annual updates ever since.

Q5:
In light of his knowledge, intellect and achievements, how can George retain his friendly, affable personality?

A:
Good question.

I know the answer.  I have met his wife, Candy.  And with her good humor and kindness, she provides the bubbles that make him sparkle.  They are in Spain enjoying more of their travels and I know everyone sends them all good wishes tonight.

So congratulations, George, well deserved!
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