
Leonard Gilbert Presentation of 2011 Homer Kripke Achievement Award to David Willenzik

I am honored to present the Homer Kripke Award to my friend, David Willenzik.  David, it seems like yesterday that this organization was created.  I have a certificate from the First Class which is signed by Ernest Williams, III, as President and you and Maury Poscover as Co-Secretary/Treasurer of the College dated January 6, 1992.  Considering the fact that many of the College are younger than we are, a fact we have to face and cannot do anything about, I thought it might be well to remind people who Homer Kripke was.

Homer Kripke was a most famous professor of law, both at NYU and later the University of San Diego.  He was an authority on commercial law, accounting and securities regulation.  He served as an assistant solicitor at the SEC under President Franklin D. Roosevelt, and published a leading work in that area.  Professor Kripke, however, was best known for his role in the development of the Uniform Commercial Code and was member of its Permanent Editorial Board.  He was also a member of the council of the ABA Section of Corporation, Banking and Business Law, the SEC Advisory Committee and the National Bankruptcy Conference as well as a life member of the American Law Institute.  In the mid 1960's when the UCC was being adopted throughout this country, hundreds of lawyers flocked to New York to attend the special one-week session of the Practicing Law Institute to hear Homer Kripke tell us what we needed to know about the UCC.

In 1992, the College created this award and presented it to Professor Kripke.

So it is with that background about excellence in the law that it is my pleasure to tell you about David.

Without a doubt, David Willenzik is a New Orleans person.  David grew up in New Orleans, attended the Isadore Newman School and then went off to attend college at the University of Illinois.  His greatest accomplishment in college (besides completing a 5 year program in 4 years) was meeting Sandy.  They were married after graduation and had a wonderful life together for 35 years until Sandy's untimely passing.  After graduation, they returned home and David attended LSU Law School.  Following law school and admission to the Bar, he practiced law in New Orleans with a bond finance/banking boutique group for 5 years before becoming the sixth lawyer at McGlinchey Stafford where he has practiced for almost 35 years.

The contributions that David has made to his law firm and its growth as well as to the legal profession are many.  Those of us who have had the privilege of knowing David through the College, through the Commercial Financial Services Committee, through the Consumer Finance Committee, the Banking Law Committee, ACFA, CFA and other professional activities know that David is known nationally and internationally in multiple financial practice areas:  banking and bank regulatory law, commercial finance law, asset-based lending, equipment leasing, consumer financial services, Louisiana and UCC litigation, to name just a few of his areas of expertise.

David served for many years as the head of his firm's business law section as well as being otherwise involved in firm management.  He is recognized nationally as an outstanding authority and practitioner in the field of commercial financial services as well as consumer law.  The list of his clients are the envy of all lawyers, including money center, regional, and community banks, foreign financial institutions, investment banks, commercial finance lenders, hedge funds and the list goes on and on.  Most recently he has been involved in the development of electronic factoring - a new and exciting venture.

Always willing to share his time and expertise, David is a frequent lecturer and author on commercial financial services, UCC and bankruptcy related topics as well as the author of the definitive Louisiana Law Review articles on equipment leasing and Louisiana multiple indebtedness mortgages, as well as UCC practice manual for Louisiana bankers.

There is no doubt that David is one of the deans of banking and financial services law, not only in Louisiana, but nationally.

Of his many accomplishments, one that I think David is most proud of is the fact that he practically single-handedly brought the Uniform Commercial Code to Louisiana.  Now, the Code Napoleon and the Civil Law of Louisiana did not quite fit into the mold of the UCC as envisaged by Homer Kripke and the others who brought us that great law.  Nevertheless, David recognized that if Louisiana was to grow and prosper, particularly in the financial services area, it would have to adopt Article 9 of the Uniform Commercial Code.  To that end, David lead the effort and chaired the Louisiana UCC Committee and served as the primary initiator and drafter of the Louisiana UCC Article 9 and amendments to other laws of Louisiana to permit the implementation of the UCC.  He also negotiated the Louisiana UCC filing system between the Secretary of State and the clerks of the court permitting filings to be made in any of the 64 parishes in Louisiana with the central registry in the Secretary of State's office.  He also taught over 4,000 Louisiana bankers and other lenders regarding the implementation of the Code and then revised Article 9 in 2001.

As I mentioned earlier, David is a Fellow, co-founder and past president of this College.  Another accomplishment of which he is justly proud.  He is also a Fellow of the America College of Consumer Financial Services Lawyers, a member of its Board of Trustees and was slated to become its President.  He is a Fellow of the American Bar Foundation, a Fellow of the Louisiana Bar Foundation and a member of the Board of Trustees of the Louisiana State University Law School.
David is the personification of New Orleans.  He is extremely proud of the city's heritage (a fifth generation family) and has taken part in many of its activities including Mardi Gras.  He is most knowledgeable about the food and cuisine of the area and likes nothing more than to tell his friends about the city and its great restaurants.  He has published more than one recommended guide of eating your way through that great city.  He also loves to cook and is probably as great a chef as Emeril.  He enjoys fishing and tries to spend time with his friends in the bayous and creeks around southern Louisiana.

David and Sandy enjoyed traveling and their extended friends and family arising from the many professional organizations whose meetings they traveled to attend.  Many of us in this room are the beneficiary of that long-standing friendship.  David has two daughters, Sheri Willenzik and Lisa Ellis.  Lisa has two lovely children whom David adores.  We are fortunate that Lisa is here this evening.

Finally, let me say that David is without a doubt, not only the great lawyer whom we all know, but a great man.  There is not anything he would not do for a friend whether of a personal or professional nature.  He is an unsung hero for many causes and while, he has accomplished more than most of us in his lifetime, he is never out in front to take the credit.  President Harry Truman once said, "It is amazing what you can accomplish if you do not care who gets the credit."

Ladies and gentlemen, it is my great pleasure to present to David Willenzik, on behalf of the American College of Commercial Finance Lawyers, the 2011 Homer Kripke Achievement Award.
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